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.A. bill to amend the tenth section ot' au act to organize th~ 
tlistdct courts, and deftuQ theil· powerB andjurislliction .. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Seuate adJ01rrnccl until quar
t-0r before ten o ,clock to-morrow 1norning. 

ArHTix, Friday, Dece1nber 5, 1851. 

The S0m1to was called to order 1),V the P1·esidcnt pursuant 1:4> 
a. JJ"ournment-prarer bv the U.cv. Mr. Ba<r<,.erh·-roll calle<l-· 

u " Cb J 

quorum lH'CS('llt. 

The journal of yesterday was read and ad.opted. 
I\I1-. Trnit introduced a bill to authorL:;e Hobert Durns, ~1 c·.iti-· 

zen of Louisiana to practise law in nll the courts of the State of 
Tcx~1s; read fil'st time. 

J\'.Ir. Reave~, Chairman of' the cmnmittec c1n Engrossed Bills. 
ropt•rtcd the ±l°•llowing hills correctly engrossed, to ... wit: 

A bill to define an<l fix the southern boundary line of -wash-
ton county, anJ the northern honndary line of Austin couuty. 

A bill to re<ptire the return ot' field notes in cert.aiu easer;. 
1'..... 11ill to jucorporp,te the tow·u of Eeltciu, in l~ell county, and 
1'\. 1Jill for the relief of .l\... P. lioicomh 
1\Ir. Gl'ar, cha.irmau of the committ~e on the tlndiciary, to 

'"·hich wa.-; i·cferrcd a. hill to reucml the .2-1th section of an act 
l 

concerning- <:l'i1nes uad imni8lrn.ieats, approye<l 20th r'iinn:h~ 
18±8, l'eportt:d the same back and re.t'.01n11Hm<led it pn.:-:sage. 

lHl·. <..+ray, from the f;nme c01mnittoe rc1i()rted the folhrw.ing 
h111s 1J:1ck m.1d l'e.c.01ff111e11ded ti l·~.ii- 1iassnpe, viz: 

...1 bill to incorporate the to,n1 of 1~rn..l1~rdou, iu Gri1ne8 coun· 
tv. 
" .A hill tn incorporate the town of Clar1~s,·ille, nn<l 

.A lJill to incornorate the to\vn of Quiturnn. 
M~. Gr,i.y, frmn the sa1ne co:iunitteo inade the following rc

pott: 
The counnit~ee on the Judic.iary, Jrnve conl:lidered the peti~ 

. f c . 1' f) . t l. l' .• 1 • f'' J l l\l t10u o one .. e .i\:i1gue , n.s \:mg re,_ie! as t.w :.bS1f_~nee o o lll · 
Rine, to ·wh01u a ce.rtificn.te for une third of a le~!.;no of land 
was bs1i;:~tl l>Y the land Oo1nnTissioners of IIarrisi)nrg county 
in 18:38, awi' which was not i·ec.·uinmeiHl<:x1 for patent by t~e 
inYcstiO'atino· lJoard. They find i:hnn the rccor,ls iu the } ... dJU· 
taut G~uer~:l}s office, that Hine was a ~i.1ldier in the st21'\'ica of 
Tl1xn~, lwior to .Augi1st 1836, and again after t~1at thne for 
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twelve months, .and theref~)re he was clearl.y entitled ~o .the 
Ia,nd certificate issued to 111111. '111:ie Clerk of the Com1111ss10n
ei-s of Harrisbu:rg county, 01nittecl to enter the proof nrnde be
fore the board, and hence it was not reco1nmended by the in
vesti~ating ~board; which fact appears fro1n the certificate of 
the Clerk of the county cou1-t of that county. The case clearly 
comes within the lJrovision of the constitution declaring such 
claims null and void. The certificate cannot be made Yalid by 
legislation, bu~ the ~quity and hardship of the case is such ~s 
to demand relief of some sort, and the only inode suggested is 
to issue a new certificate to Rine, or his legal assignee. The 
committee therefore report the enclosed bill, to be entitled an 
act for the relief John}!. Hine, or his legal assignee. 

P. \V. GRAY, Chairman • 

.A. bill for the relief of John ]\£. Hine, or his legal assignee ; 
renid first time. 

:Mr. Gray, fro1n the same com1nittce, made the following re-

po¥~e co1nniittee on the JutHciary have considered a bill to re
peal a joint r';:!solution for the relief of free persons of color, 
approved June 5th, 1837. The lu,w proposed to be repealed is 
one of those permitting free colored persons, who were residen1l3 
of Tl3xtis at the date of the Declaration of Independence, tt> 
remain in the country. Your comu1ittee are fully aware of the 
evils resulting frmn the presence of a large number of free 
blacks among the sht ve population of their own color, and alsn 
of the degraded character of 1nost of that class. But consider
ing all the eircmnstances of the case, the comn1ittee cannot re
commend t1rn passage of the hill. The law in question wa.s 
cnacte<l. by ~~gislators, 1nany of whom were personally aware 
of tho service::; rendered the country by some of that class of 
persons in ·; l te time of our rev.olutio~1.-1.r.y 8t~·nggle, anJ vvho. 
knew that they ·were not deserving of exile from the lund of 
their choice~ but rather of protection at the~r hands. The num
ber of free lJlacks protected by this law, at no tiine large, is 
daily din1iniBhing fro111 natural cause3; our laws prevent the 
ingress of c~hers of that rank and condition, and the cornmittee 
are not aware that any evil of inagnitude results from the pre:r 
ence of the ·fow protected by this law; certainly none demand
ing that thc:y should be driven forth as exiles and wanderers on 
the earth, nf, this late day. The counnittee recommend that the 
Lill be laid upon the tahle. ~P. "\V. GR.A .. Y, Chairman. 

)i[r. Tayfor, chairman of the committee on Pr~vate Land 
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Claima, to whom was i·cferred a hill for the relief of Willia1n 
uibll5 of Tyler county, reported a sul>stitute therefor, and re· 
~ommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr. Taylor, fron1 the smne c01nn1ittee, to whom was referred 
the petition of the heirs of Felix A. Richardson dec'd. report
.,:!d a hill for their relief; which was read first ti1ne. 

:Mr. Parker, chairnum of the corn1nittee ou Claims and Ac
counts, ina<lc the following report: 

The co1nmittce on Olahns and Accounts, to whom was refer
od a.joint resolution for tho relief of Joseph rv. E. "'\Vallace, 
have instructed me to report, that on the 8th of March, 1S48, 
an act pas3ed for the relief of said \Vu.llace, for the su1n of sL"\: 
thousand five hundred and forty-three dollars; and claimant now 
~1.Sks for interest frmn 1836. To acknowled?e now, an interest 
·;Jn such claims would establish a principle deleterious to the in
terest of the State; that if interest is to be allowed in this case 
it must be allowed on all similar chtin1s arainst the late Repub
lic, or State of Texas. Therefore, the indefinite postpone1nent 
.)f the resolution is reconunentled ; all of which is respectfully 
.suh1nitt.ed. 

Mr. Dnggnn mudo the following report: 
The co1nmittee on Enrolled Bills ha Ye examined the follow

in n· bills, to wit: 
~n net to amend an act concerning the hook or register of 

land certificates issue1l fro1n the count;y of I!arris, wiiich was 
at one time 111is1.n.i<.l, but said bonk has suhscouently been 
founcl and identified n.s genuine and unaltered; ..1. 

.An act anthoYizing the Treasurer to })H.:V to John A. Greer, 
:p1ardian of J. 1\... Greer, jr., any iuonics deposited by order of 
:he county court of G:i'i1nos county; 

And beg leave to report them c~orrectly enrolled, and that 
they Jun:-e this day been deposited with the GoYernor for his 
..;i,piaturc. 

ORDETIS OF TI-IE D .. A.Y . 
.lt bill to require the 1·ctnrn of :field notes in certain cases; 

read, und, on motion of }.Ir. Dogurt, ]aid on the tu.Lle. 
Tho Senate concur1·c~~ in the amendment of the IIou~c to a 

bill concerning estates c,f deceased solJicr~. 
A bill for the 1:eli~f A. l?. Ilolco1nb; l'CH.(l third tiine n.nd 

vassec1 uy the fohO\·VIng Vote. 
Yn.A.s-Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burleson, Dan

~y, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, G1·ay, Grime.;_i, IIill, IG1111cy, 
Merriman, Meusebach, Scott, 'faylor, Truit and 'Villimns-19. 

l~ AYs-Mess1·s. Burks and Reaves-2. 
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A bill to define and fix the southern boundary line of Wash· 
ington county, and the northern boundary line of Austin coun· 
ty · read third time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Belton, in Bell cOUilty ; 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Merriman introduced a bill snpple1nentary to the act to 
establish the Galveston and Red River Rail-way Company ; 
l'ead first time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the com1nittee on the Judiciary be requested 

to take into consideration the propriety of investing the county 
eourts of the several counties of this State with the authority 
to grant charters of incorporation to cities, towns and villages, 
and report by bi~l or other~ise. . 

A bil I confirmrng the action of the Auditor and Comptroller, 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature ,: to provide 
for ascertaining the debt of the late Repubfic of Texas,'' approved 
March 20, 1848, and the net supplementary thereto, approved 
February 8, 1850: read, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid on the 
table until Wednesday next. 

A messi}ge was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, ma
king an appropriation to pay William Smith, sheriff of Starr 
county, for taking three convict5 to the State penitentiary, with 
amendments; which were concurred in by the Senate, by the 
following vote: 
Yeas~Messrs. Armstrong, Bigelow, Bogart, Burks, Burleson, 

Danry, Davis, Day, Doane, Duggan, Rddy, Gray, Grimes, Hart, 
Hill, Kinney, Merriman, Mensebnch, Parker, Reaves, Truit, 
'Villiams and Wilson-23. 

Nays--Messrs. Scott and Taylor-2. 
A bill for the relief of Charles Chevall ier, assignee of Napoleon 

Devaltz; read, and on motion of 1\ilr. 'l'aylor, laid on the table. 
'rhe report of the committett on Public Lands on the petition 

of Richard Parmalee, assignee of Baltazcr Orset; read, and on 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, laid on the table. 

A bill relinquishing to the county of El Paso a certain tract of 
land; read and passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on IntP.rnal Improvements, on a 
bill to reg-ulate divisional fences, recommending its rejection, was 
read and adoptC'd. 

On motion of .Mr. Armstrong, a bill to provide for the service 
of process issuing from justices courts, in certain cases, was taken 
from the table, and placed among the orders of the day. 



154 

A bill to encourage the deepening of the Anahunc Pass at the 
mouth of the Trinity river; read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of Julia Buchanan; read and passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill for the relief of \V". D. Thompson & Co., assignees of 
John Simonds: 

.Mr. Hill moved to amend the bill by striking out "W. D. 
Thompson & Co., assignees of," and inserting after ''John Si
mond8," '' hi.s heirs or assigns;" adopted. 

Mr. Hill also offered the following amendment: StrikR out the 
following words: "upon their filing in his ofilce a regularly au
thenticated chain of transfer from said Simonds ;" lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gray, the vote which adopted the first 
amendment offered by Mr. Hill was re-considered, and the amend
ment rejected. The bill t.hen p~ssed to a third reading-. 

A bill to providP- for the erection of pll blic buildings in Kauf
man county; read and passed to a third reading. 

A messnga was received from the H~use, informing the Senate 
tbnt the House had adopted lhe following resolution : 

Resolved, with the consent of the Senate, That the commit
tee on the Penitentiary on part of the Senate, nnd the like com
mittee on part of the House, be hereafter a joint commitee of 
hoth Houses. 

'Vhich was r.dopted by the Sennte. 
A bill to locate the seat of justice of Cass county ; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel C. Henderson ; and 
A bill for the relief of Jnlian Sanchez, were Eeverally i·ead and 

~:ndered to be engrossed. 
A bill to provide for the reception and deposite of a portion of 

tha indemnity due the State of Texas by the United States, for 
the sale of a partion of her north-western territory, under the pro· 
visions of an act of Congress approved Sept. 9th, 1850; read se
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, made the special order 
of the day for l.Wonday next. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, fifty copies of the bill were ordered 
to be printed, for the use of the Senate. 

The following bills from the House were severally read a first 
time, to wit : 

A bill authorizing the county court of El Paso county to ap· 
point the place of holding- the district courts in said county, and 
definincr the time of holding the district court~ in the eleventh 
judicial district ; 

A bill to render valid and effectual to let)'al claimants, patents 
0 
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for land which have been issued, or which may hereafter be is
sued in the names of deceased persons ; 

A 'bill to incorporate the town of Gilmer, in Upshur county ; 
A bill for the relief of the securities of John W .. McKissick,. 

late as.sessor and col~ector of Fayett~ county j 
A btl l better definmg the boundaries of Denton county; 
A bill transferring an appropriation therein named; 
A bill validating certain certificates therein. mentioned i 
A bill for tha relief of John B. Thacker. 
On motion of Mr~ Kinney, a bill to remove certain Spanish 

records hereinafter described, from the General Land Office to 
the county court clerk's office of Refugio county, was taken from 
the table and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Hedgecoxe: read second time, and 
(Jf(fered to be engrossed. 

A bill makin~ an appropriation to pay the several assessors 
and collectors of taxes for taking tha census of their respective 
counties for the year 185 l ; read second time, and ordered to be 
en~rossed. 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on a. bill to alfow 
the several counties in this State to establish work-h.ouses <»r 
houses of correction, was read, and on motion of Mr. Orhnes, 
)aid on the table, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Merriman presented the petition of Memucan Hunt ; re
ferred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Merriman also presented the petition of the heirs of J. F. 
Ailes, deceased; referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

1'he Senate concurred in the amendment of the Honse, to a 
bill to amend the estray law, approved Pebruary 8, 1850. 

'rhe report of the committee on a bill for the benefit ofW. W. 
Wooten, assignee of David Lloyd, offering a substitute therefor, 
was read ; substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill regulating- sales by administrators and executors, &c. 
read, and on motion of Mr. Merriman, laid. on the table. 

A bit~ to pro~de for the service of proce~s issu~ng from justi~s 
cou1ts, in certain cases; read, and on mouoo of Mr. Reaves, laid 
on the table until Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Bigelow,. the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock Monday morning .. 


